
T his year the Scholarship 
and Awards Committee 
gave out 10 scholarships, 

and two of our scholarship recipi-
ents made the trip up to Sturgeon 
Bay to receive their award in  
person at the Fall Conference.
 Keegan Flynn is a senior at 
UW-Platteville majoring in Civil 
Engineering with an emphasis in 
municipal and transportation. He 
is currently enlisted in the U.S. 
Naval Reserves out of Madison. 
He was activated and deployed 
to Bahrain for 11 months from 

August 2017 to July of 2018. He 
received the Navy Achieve medal 
for his work in Bahrain. While at 
Platteville he is fully participating 
member of the Veterans Club. 
In high school, he was involved 
in Wisconsin Badger Boys State, 
Student Council Secretary, Key 
Club Member, wrestling, cross 
country and baseball. He is  
sponsored by Paul Devries,  
City Engineer/Deputy Director  
of Public Works for the City of 
Fond du Lac. 
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Outstanding Undergraduates Receive 
APWA Scholarships

By Aaron Jahnke, Chair, Education & Scholarship Committee

From left to right: Tim Barbeau, R.A. Smith International; Kathleen Meagher; 
Keegan Flynn; and Paul Devries, City of Fond du Lac. 

Welcome to a 
new year! I am 
excited to be 
the President of 
your Wisconsin 

Chapter. 
 Let me introduce myself. I 
graduated from UW-Platteville 
with a civil engineering degree 
in May of 1984. I honest-
ly cannot believe that was 
nearly 35 years ago. Within a 
couple weeks of graduation, 
I started my career with the 
City of Milwaukee in what 
is now called Environmental 
Engineering (it was called Sewer 
Engineering back then.) I now 
manage the City’s pavement 
program (streets and alleys). 
Milwaukee assesses a portion of 
the costs of sidewalk, driveway 
and alley replacement to the 
adjacent property owners and I 
manage that portion of the pro-
cess which includes the public 
hearing and ultimately sending 
out the bills.
 I checked the National APWA 
website and see that I became 
a member in 2005. I began my 
involvement as a member of 
the Transportation Committee, 
then the chair, and then moved 
up in positions on the Board 
of Directors. I was curious to 
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Wisconsin Chapter News 
JANUARY 2019

By Nancy Cavanaugh
-

In This Issue

A toll-free service for notification of 
your intention to perform exca va tion or 
demolition work. Call three work days 
before you dig!

Toll Free . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-242-8511

In Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 811

Online Requests . diggershotline.com

on the cover:
Banner images: Left: The EAA Museum  
in Oshkosh will be one of the attractions 
at the upcoming Spring Conference in 
May (page 7). Center: Becca Alonge 
(Ruekert & Mielke, Inc.) and Rachel  
Lang (Corrective Asphalt Materials) 
enjoying each others’ company and a 
beer at Starboard Brewing (page 3).  
Right: Get ready for ice fishing on the  
bay of Green Bay on Feb. 15 (page 5).
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In the October newsletter, I  
summarized all the events hap-
pening during the last quarter 
of the year, including the Snow 

Plow Roadeo and Fall Conference.
 The January newsletter 
typically covers topics other 
than events, because Chapter 
activity usually flatlines between 
January and April. That’s a fact! 
My newsletter archive dates 
back to January 2001, so this 
is a long-standing trend.
 No more! The Chapter calen-
dar has expanded to feature more 
events during the winter months. 
The Second Annual Ice Fishing 
Outing is scheduled for two 
days, Feb. 14-15, in Sturgeon Bay 
(page 5). The Young Professionals 
announced a “Learn to Curl” 

get-together on January 18 at the 
Madison Curling Club (page 8).
 And here’s another recurring 
trend in January: education. 
 The Chapter has always 
emphasized the value of con- 
tinuing education in public works. 
This issue contains new listings of 
nine PWSA/PWMI classes between 
now and Memorial Day (page 12). 
The topics are worth checking out, 
as well as Steve Pudloski’s article 
about 11 Institute students who 
graduated last month—a record
number (page 11).
   Also, don’t forget to check  
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/Event 
Details/17165 for info about the 
Spring Conference. Then down-
load  the Whova mobile app to 
register  and check seminar updates.

http://diggershotline.com
mailto:richbern@aol.com
mailto:breents@msa.ps.com
mailto:mmaederer@browndeerwi.org
mailto:mmaederer@browndeerwi.org
mailto:nancy@cavanaughinteractive.biz
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/EventDetails/17165
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/EventDetails/17165
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Wisconsin’s APWA Young Professionals Talk ’18 and 
Throw Rocks into ’19!

By Eric Dundee, Madison Metro Sewerage District; APWA National Young Professionals 
Network Chair

January 2019

With  2018 coming to a close, we
would like to take some time to
reflect on the events the APWA 

Wisconsin Chapter Young Professionals (YP’s 
for short) held throughout the year and thank 
the Chapter for their continued support.
 Now this isn’t the first year that YP events  
have been around, but the Chapter has made great 
progress in moving from only having a YP Liaison  
to now having an official YP standing committee.
 The first YP event held in 2018 began at the 
Spring Conference on Wednesday, May 2, 2018, 
where Young Professionals held a Meet & Greet at 
1919 Kitchen & Tap after the Lambeau Field Tour. 
This was a great event to network with new people 
and see friends from previous conferences over a 
couple of brews and appetizers.

 Outside the conference, the Wisconsin YPs 
teamed up with the YP’s from the Chicago Metro 
Chapter for a rivalry ball game between the Brewers  
versus Cubs at Miller Park. This event took place on 
Wednesday, June 11, where the game was  
preceded with adult beverages, food and some 
friendly yard-game competition. The Brewers may 
have lost that game, but the APWA YP Crew sup-
ported them through the 11 innings. Thank you to 
our APWA Wisconsin Chapter and the APWA 
Chicago Metro Chapter for supporting the event. 
and a special thank you to Ruekert & Mielke, 
Corrective Asphalt Materials, ADS and County 
Materials for being our event sponsors.
 The last YP event to close out the 2018 year took 
place in Sturgeon Bay at the Fall Conference on 

Brewers/Cubs game tailgate group.

Young Professionals
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credits were required to 
maintain the Professional 
Engineers license, I always 
attended the sessions and 
learned about topics  
that I was not exposed  
to at work.
 The Chapter is here to 
meet your needs and  
expectations as an organi-
zation. Please plan on  
participating in the 
February Ice fishing opportunity on February 15, 
2019. Last year was my first time ice fishing—my 
line is: “They have fish at Pick ‘n Save.” and I 
had a fun time. The Spring Conference will be in 

Scholarships (Cont.’d from page 1)

 Kathleen Meagher is a junior at UW-Madison, 
majoring in Civil Engineering and Mathematics.  
She plays clarinet at UW-Madison. She also played 
clarinet in Milwaukee Youth Wind Ensemble. 
She was a volunteer camp counselor at Camp 
Invention for seven years and member of her high 

Oshkosh in May, we will have a golf outing in 
July, the Roadeo in September, and finally the Fall 
Conference in November.
    I know all of our members have cool projects that 
you would like to talk about at a conference. We 
want your input. See the website: wiscsonsin.apwa.

net to forward your 
ideas to the program 
chairperson for the 
conference.
    I welcome your 
ideas and feedback on 
how to make our chap-
ter even better in 2019!
    Now for the lesson 
on how to pronounce 
my last name: Turn on 
your Polish accent – the 
“Dz” is a soft “J” sound, 

the “w” is a “v”–Jev-ion-kuski–see, that was easy! 
Mary D. is just as good.

 Wishes for joy, health and happiness to all for 
2019!-

school National Honor Society for two years. 
She is sponsored by Cory Horton from R.A. Smith 
International, Inc. out of their Madison office.
 Thank you to the scholarship winners and the 
sponsors for supporting the next generation of Public 
Works leaders.-

President’s Comments (Cont.’d from page 1)

see how many female presidents we have had and 
was happy to see that I am the second—Sandra 
Westbrook (City of Milwaukee) was the  
pioneer in 2001.
 I believe the strongest benefits of our Chapter are 
the Spring and Fall Conferences. Even before the 
continuing education 

“I believe the strongest benefits of 
our Chapter are the Spring and Fall 

Conferences. Even before the continuing 
education credits were required to main-
tain the Professional Engineer’s license, 

I always attended the sessions and 
learned about topics that I was  

not exposed to at work.”

 Ernest “Ernie” Winters, a long-standing  
member of APWA-Wisconsin, passed away  
unexpectedly at the age of 64 on November 25. 
 Many of our members may have known 
Ernie from his time as the Fond du Lac County 
Highway Commissioner, as Bureau Director for 
the State of Wisconsin Department of Admin-
istration, as Winnebago County Highway 
Commissioner, or most recently as Client 
Services Specialist at JT Engineering.
 Ernie loved his family, and loved  to work 

out and play golf, both of which he was very 
accomplished in. He was married to his wife 
Dori for over 30 years, and  leaves behind his 
two sons, John and Nick, as well as Daughter-

in-Law Abby.
 Ernie was deeply committed to practice of  
Emergency Management and was a recognized 
expert in the area of Traffic Incident Management 
Control. Ernie and his team conducted a four-hour 
training workshop for Chapter members on this 
subject at the APWA-Wisconsin Spring 2017 
Conference in Madison, which was very well 
attended.  
 He recently joined the APWA-Wisconsin 
Emergency Management Committee, and was 
looking forward to greater Chapter involvement.
 We will dearly miss our friend and colleague 
Ernie Winters.

Ernest “Ernie” Winters Passes Away
By Scott Solverson, Wisconsin Chapter Past President

http://wisconsin.apwa.net
http://wisconsin.apwa.net
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Walleye Guide Service out of Sand BayWe will be fishing with the guides of Wacky

Beach Resort in Sturgeon Bay for whitefish on the 
bay of Green Bay. The trip will be fully guided and 
includes heated ice houses, transportation on ATVs 
from Sand Bay Beach Resort to the fishing grounds, 
bait, tackle and poles. 
 New this year: We will have the option of staying 
overnight at Sand Bay Beach Resort the night before 
the outing. Starting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 14, 
there will be pizza party and whitefish  seminar, with 
Hall of Fame Angler and guide Dale Stroschein. 
 Friday morning features a continental breakfast,  
followed by the fishing outing, which will start at 
7:30 a.m.  
 Rooms are limited; registration cutoff for the 
overnight stay is January 25. 
 Rooms reserved after January 25 are subject to 
hotel availability.
 The outing will last 5 hours and will leave 
Sand Bay Beach Resort at 7:30 a.m. and return at 
12:30 p.m.  

 All you need to bring is a valid Wisconsin 
fishing license and warm clothes.-

Join Us for the 2nd Annual Ice Fishing Outing
Thursday-Friday, February 14-15 | Door County, Wisconsin

Register online at: http://wisconsin.apwa.net/EventDetails/16602

By Nathan Wachtendonk, City of Green Bay

Wetland Guidance
By Jim Hessling, Past President, Wisconsin Chapter

 Two guidance documents have been  
finalized to help implement Act 183, a new law 
that took effect in July 2018, which may benefit 
projects impacting some Wisconsin wetlands.
  One guidance document addresses “artificial 
wetlands,” which are those that have no wet-
land or stream history prior to August 1, 1991 
and have been modified by human activity that 
changed the landscape.
  The other document outlines “nonfederal 
wetlands,” which are those that are not subject 
to federal oversight.

  The two documents help landowners  
determine eligibility through a step-by-step 
process, and provide helpful resources and  
examples. These final guidance documents  
incorporate feedback received during the  
public comment period which occurred in  
July 2018. 
 Please visit https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wetlands/
permitExemptions.html to access these docu-
ments and other information about these exemp-
tions. The documents can be found under the 
heading Guidance Documents.-

http://wisconsin.apwa.net/EventDetails/16602
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wetlands/permitExemptions.html
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wetlands/permitExemptions.html
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YP’s enjoyed networking over some great Starboard 
Brewing brews.

Thursday, November 1st. The 25 YPs in attendance 
all gathered at Starboard Brewing Co. following the 
conference committee meetings to enjoy a few brews 
while networking and socializing with other APWA 
members.
 What comes in 2019, you ask? The YP’s are  
planning several events for 2019, some of which 
include Curling in January, another Brewer/Cub 
game tentatively planned for April, and a networking 
social at the Spring Conference in Oshkosh, Wis. All 
of these events will have registration on the APWA 
Wisconsin Chapter website along with web blasts 
and notifications on social media to promote all 
upcoming YP events. 
 If you haven’t already liked us on Facebook, you 
can find our Chapter by searching APWA Wisconsin.
 If you have any questions or suggestions on future 
events, please feel free to contact either Rebecca 
Alonge at ralonge@ruekert-mielke.com or Isaac 
Dolan at isaac.dolan@aecom.com.-

Young Professionals (Cont.’d from page 3)

I have been asked by Chapter President Scott 
Solverson to provide an update on the planning 
activities between our Chapter and the League of 
WI Municipalities (League).
 As many of you know, the Wisconsin Chapter 
entered into an agreement with the League to host 
a joint conference in the fall of 2019. Since the 
signing of the agreement on September 28, 2017, 
there were some disagreements that came up 
between the two entities and the agreement was 
voided by both parties, verbally. 
 Since then, both the League and the Chapter 
have been working on developing a different 
partnership, a “sharing partnership.” The two 
groups have decided to share information about 
one another’s happenings with each other. This 
will be in the form of articles in each other’s 
newsletters and at each other’s conferences. 
It is the intent of each organization to provide

various news articles and a speaker at each other’s 
conferences. We feel this approach will help share 
pertinent information that is relevant to each 
organization.
 Being notified of various Legislative issues that 
affect public works can be beneficial to our mem-
bership. Members of both groups would rather 
hear something sooner than later, and we hope 
that this information sharing will be valuable 
to both entities. For the APWA Spring 2019 
Conference in Oshkosh, we are pleased to have 
the League’s Executive Director Jerry Deschane as 
a speaker. The tentative topic will be “Scrambled 
Eggs & Politics/State Budget.” 
 We here at APWA Wisconsin hope that this 
will be the start to a long lasting partnership 
where two different types of organizations can 
share information. I’m looking forward to the 
subject—and the eggs!-

Information Sharing
By Jim Hessling, Assistant Public Works Director, Village of McFarland

mailto:ralonge@ruekert-mielke.com
mailto:isaac.dolan@aecom.com
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The 2019 APWA Wisconsin Chapter Spring 
Conference will be held May 8-10, 2019 at 
the Best Western Premier Waterfront Hotel 

and Convention Center in downtown Oshkosh 
<http://oshkoshwaterfronthotel.com>. The con-
ference is being co-hosted by the City of Oshkosh 
Public Works Department, led by James Rabe, 
Director of Public Works and by OMNNI Associates, 
Inc. led by Bob Givens, APWA-WI President Elect.  

Conference Program
The conference program follows the standard  
Spring Conference format, with a Wednesday golf 
outing (weather permitting) and an evening Get 
Acquainted party, conference sessions, exposition 
and an evening banquet on Thursday night and 
conference sessions on Friday morning followed by 
lunch and door prizes. On Wednesday morning, 
we will kick off the conference with an outstanding 
speaker from the Experimental Aircraft Association 
(EAA). On Thursday, the exhibitor’s educational  
sessions will show off their products and services.  
On both days, we’ll highlight some very interesting 
City of Oshkosh projects. As usual, we’ll close out 

the conference with an ethics presentation, but we’re 
going to look at that topic from a slightly different  
perspective.  

Get Acquainted Party
Meet your old friends and make new ones at the 
Wednesday evening Get Acquainted Party. This year’s 
event will be held at the Experimental Aircraft 
Association (EAA) Museum and a shuttle will be 
available from the convention center starting at 
6:00 p.m. Enjoy the historic aircraft in the museum, 
flight simulators, great food and great friends all in a 
fun, relaxing environment.     

Golf Outing
A shotgun start begins the event at 9:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday at the Oshkosh Country Club, situated 
next to Lake Winnebago, not too far from EAA. 
Our scramble format will be the perfect way to enjoy 
this historic course that has been open since 1899. 
$75 per person gets you 18 holes with cart at this 
championship course, as well as box lunch and the 
turn. RSVP by April 30.  

Mark Your Calendar for the 2019 Spring Conference
Wednesday-Friday, May 8-10 

Best Western Premier Waterfront Hotel & Convention Center | Oshkosh, Wisconsin

By Bob Givens, Wisconsin Chapter President Elect; Senior Project Manager, OMNNI Associates

1Page 8 (Spring Conference)
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News From National

Mobile Conference App
Once again, we are using the Whova mobile app 
since  it was such a big success at the Fall Conference. 
It will have all the conference information loaded 
into it in lieu of paper conference programs. Whova 
provides automatic conference updates with the 
conference program and speaker information for your 
access. You can download the Whova App from the 

Spring Conference (Cont.’d from page 7)

Weather permitting, the beautiful Oshkosh Country Club will be the location for Wednesday golf outing.

Google Play or Apple App Store. Setup assistance 
will be available at the conference check-in desk.  
 Finally, you will be able to register for the  
conference directly through Whova or the  
website, which will streamline the whole process. 
 Questions? Contact Bob Givens at (920) 830-
6171 or bob.givens@omnni.com.-       

T
T he APWA Wisconsin Chapter Young 
Professionals Committee is hosting a “Learn to  
Curl” event on Friday, January 18. The event is  
open to the first 48 registrants. Spectators are 
welcome.  

Curling Club Rules
Each participant should bring an extra, clean pair of  
gym shoes or something similar, which are cleaned 
before you go on the ice. Flat-bottom sneakers work 
best, leather-bottom shoes will not work. Street  
shoes are not allowed on the ice since they bring a 
surprisingly large amount of dirt and debris that will 

“Learn to Curl”
Friday, January 18 | 12:00-1:00 p.m. YP Lunch  Meeting | 1:00-3:30 p.m. Event 

Madison Curling Club | 4802 Marsh Rd., McFarland, WI

By Jim Hessling, Assistant Public Works Director, Village of McFarland

damage the curling surface. Other than that, you 
should wear loose-fitting and warm clothing. The 
ice house stays at roughly 40 degrees, so long 
sleeves for sure, light jackets, and pants that are 
easy to move in are best. The club supplies the 
brooms and the shoe sliders that fit over one  
shoe used for sliding on the ice when delivering  
a stone.
 Also, if players want to wear a helmet, that is  
welcomed. The ice is slippery and beginners tend 
to fall.

Questions? Contact Jim Hessling, (608) 
838-2383 or email jim.hessling@mcfarland.wi.us.-

mailto:bob.givens@omnni.com
mailto:jim.hessling@mcfarland.wi.us
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By Nathan Wachtendock, Wisconsin Snow Plow Roadeo Chair; Member, National Roadeo 
Planning Committee
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A sunny, warm day greeted 54 teams from 
across the county to compete in the 2018 National 
Snow Plow Roadeo in Loveland, Col. 
 The Wisconsin Chapter was represented by 
the top two drivers from the Wisconsin Roadeo: 
Henry Teetz from the City of West Allis and Rick 
Gillis from Waukesha County. Also present was 
Tony Feitzer, who judged and participated at the 
Conference, and Nathan Wachtendonk, who 
is a member of the National Roadeo Planning 
Committee. Nathan also presented at the 
conference. Both are from the City of Green Bay.
 Our drivers were up against other veteran  
drivers and Roadeo winners from across the country. 
Together, they drove as a team and finished in 12th 
place out of 54 teams. Congratulations on a job well 
done and for representing the Wisconsin Chapter. 

A tandem-axle plow truck participated in the National Snow Plow Roadeo.

 The National Roadeo consists of five driving  
courses, single and tandem-axle plow trucks, motor 
grader, front-end loader and skid steer, which was part 
of the 38th APWA Western Snow and Ice Conference. 
 The conference is a three-day event that includes 
snow and ice control, mechanic training, breakout 
sessions, keynote speakers and over 90 vendors  
displaying the latest and greatest snow and ice fight-
ing equipment. 
 Special thanks to the Wisconsin Chapter for  
sponsoring the two drivers and judge, and also to  the 
City of Green Bay, Waukesha County, and the City of 
West Allis for allowing the drivers and judge to 
attend. 
 More information on the APWA Western Snow  
Ice Conference and National Snow Plow Roadeo can 
be found at westernsnowandice.com.-

http://westernsnowandice.com
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The APWA Wisconsin Chapter’s sponsorship 
program is a key funding source for the Chapter  
and its activities. Thanks to all of the current and 
future sponsors, the Wisconsin Chapter will  
continue to excel in providing excellent educational 
and networking opportunities in 2019. The gener-
osity of the firms and individuals who contribute 

their time, talent and financial support make the 
Wisconsin Chapter one of the strongest in APWA.
 The 2019 chapter sponsorship program offers 
options for ala carte event sponsorship or an annual 
chapter sponsorship to support all of the chapter’s 
ongoing activities. 

See options below. 

Item or Activity Cost Acknowledgement or Recognition

Annual Chapter Sponsor $900/year

Sponsorship of all chapter events including all the benefits 
of conference sponsorship, web site exposure for the entire 
year and use of the web site employment section for position 
postings.

Conference Sponsor
(Spring Conference, Fall 
Conference)

$400/event
Poster display at the conference as an event sponsor; confer-
ence program and website acknowledgement for up to two 
months after the conference. 

Roadeo Sponsor Various

Event sponsorship includes poster display at the confer-
ence as an event sponsor; conference program and website 
acknowledgement for up to two months after the conference. 
Other sponsorship opportunities included on sponsorship 
enrollment form.

Summer Outing Sponsor Various 

Event sponsorship includes recognition at the event (spon-
sor boards, cart flyer) along with recognition on the event 
webpage. Summer event sponsor also includes one hole 
sponsorship.  
Other sponsorship opportunities included on sponsorship 
enrollment form. 

Special Events (YP events, 
Chapter Dinner at 
PWX, etc.)

Specific to event
Recognition at event. 

Although this program is designed in accordance with current IRS regulations for charitable contributions, sponsors are advised 
to confirm the taxable status of their contribution. The Chapter will not recognize contributions in the newsletter and does not  
offer newsletter advertising.

 To be a 2019 sponsor, please go to the Chapter  
website at http://wisconsin.apwa.net and clicking  
on the Sponsors link under the “About Us” headline 
section. 
 You can also contact Lee Igl, Wisconsin APWA 
Chapter Treasurer at ligl@cityofsunprairie.com.

 In addition to these sponsorship opportunities, 
the Chapter sells exhibit space at the Spring Con-
ference separately. The 2019 Spring Conference in 
Oshkosh will feature both indoor and outdoor  
exhibit space with varying booth sizes for small  
equipment and services (priority given to Chapter  
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By Eric Dundee, Madison Metro Sewerage District; APWA National Young Professionals 

Network Chair
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January 2019

Eleven Wisconsin Public Works Leaders Complete the 
APWA Public Works Management Institute

By Steve Pudloski, Program Director, UW-Madison, Engineering Professional Development
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First Row, left to right: Chris Thelen, Town of Greenville; Luke Friemoth, City of Neillsville; Chanz Green, City of 
Ashland; Bryan Gadow, City of Monona; Mark Kolczaski, Baxter and Woodman; Second Row, left to right:  Steve 
Pudloski, UW-Madison; Jon Baumann, Village of Sussex; Tom Earle, City of Lake Geneva; Jon Laskoski, City of 

Greenfield; James Pugh, County of Dane; Tim Pelton, County of Dane; Joe Cokroft, Village of New Glarus.

Eleven public works professionals completed the 
Wisconsin Public Works Management Institute cer-
tificate program on December 5 at the Public Works 
Capstone course. They are Jon Baumann, Village of 
Sussex; Joe Cokroft, Village of New Glarus; Tom 
Earle, City of Lake Geneva; Luke Friemoth, City of 
Neillsville; Bryan Gadow, City of Monona; Chanz 
Green, City of Ashland; Mark Kolczaski, Baxter and 
Woodman; John Laskoski, City of Greenfield; Tim 
Pelton, County of Dane; James Pugh, County of 
Dane; and Chris Thelen, Town of Greenville. This is 
the largest Institute class since the program was 
approved by APWA in January 2010. 
 These 11 new graduates join 42 other leaders 
who completed the Wisconsin Institute certificate 
since it was created eight years ago. 
 In addition to the National APWA certificate, 
the graduates also received a certificate from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, since the program 
is offered by UW-Madison in cooperation with the 
APWA Wisconsin Chapter. The National certificate 
is awarded in recognition that the Wisconsin certi- 
ficate program meets APWA national requirements. 
It requires successful completion of 90 hours 
(15 days) of supervisory and management training 
in a program of study approved by APWA.      
     The topics covered are essential for success 
as a public works supervisor, manager, and team  

member. Some of the topics include understand-
ing local government structures, processes, and the 
respective roles of elected leaders and staff; applica-
tion of ethics and standards; effective approaches to 
organizing and staffing, budgeting, planning and 
managing public works functions; effective leader-
ship and delegation; personal communication skills; 
and high quality customer service. 
 The capstone course focused on understanding 
conflict and employing several methods and 
strategies to recognize, managing or solve conflict 
before it becomes too disruptive. Participants had an 
opportunity to identify their own personal styles in 
dealing with conflict and  discussed how various 
styles work more effectively in various situations. 
 At the end of the day, the capstone course 
included a discussion of what the graduates found 
most beneficial in the Institute program. Mentioned 
often was the opportunity to network with others 
and gain a better understanding of the complexity 
and role public works plays in supporting 
community life.

Other benefits mentioned were having instruc-
tors with real-world management experience in 
public works, gaining a better understanding of my 
own leadership and management style, and having 
useful materials from each course that can be 
referred to as issues come up at work.-



January 2019

12

October 2017Scholarships  | Ice Fishing  |  National Roadeo  |  Institute Graduates  |  PWSA/PWMI Classes January 2019

These nine public works 
super vision and management 
classes will provide you 

and your organization an opportu-
nity to:
n Build a more effective manage-

ment team
n Enhance supervision skills and 

management practices
n Prepare staff to grow and take on 

new responsibilities 
 These classes lead to two public 
works certificates offered in coopera-
tion with APWA Wisconsin Chapter: 
the Public Works Supervisory 
Academy (PWSA) certificate, com-
posed of nine, one-day classes (54 
class hours in total) and the Public 
Works Management Institute (PWMI) 
certificate, composed of 15 classes 
(90 class hours in total), including 
the nine courses in PWSA, plus an 
additional 36 class hours in five 
courses that focus on more advanced 
management-oriented courses.

The PWMI certificate is recog-
nized by APWA National as meeting 
certain requirements for Leadership  
Excel lence in Public Works. For  
more infor ma tion, visit http:// 
wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/7480
 You may enroll in indivi dual 
classes without enrolling in the 
Academy or Institute. Academy and 
Institute classes may be taken in any 
order. No academic experience is 
required to participate in either  
program. Every class is offered at  
least once each year.

Basic Management for  
Public Works Supervisors 
February 20, 2019  
Location: Madison Water Works

Instructor: Steve Pudloski 

Learn the basic management  
tasks and common service delivery 
methods in public works. Review 
common work planning systems  
and how to better plan your own 
time. (PWSA)  

Equipment Use and 
Workplace Safety 
March 6, 2019  
Location: UW-Fond du Lac

Instructors: Nicole O’Connor 

Examine the supervisor’s role in 
meeting safety compliance require-
ments, investigating and solving 
safety issues, and building a  
safety-conscious organization. 
(PWSA).

Improving Communication 
Skills 
March 20, 2019 
Location: Madison Water Works
Instructor: Al Guyant 

Learn how to identify commu-
nication issues and their impact; 
how to conduct effective meet-
ings; and write basic business 
memos work orders, email  
messages, and reports.  
(PWSA) 

Municipal Engineering 
Fundamentals for  
Non-Engineers 
April 2-3, 2019  
Location: Madison Concourse 
Hotel
Instructors: David Barber &  
Ben Jordan

During this two-day Engineering 
Professional Development course, 
learn the concepts and methods used 
by public works engineers to design, 
construct, operate, and maintain 
municipal infrastructure. (PWMI).

Citizen/Customer Service 
April 17, 2019  
Location: UW-Fond du Lac
Instructor: Jeffrey L. Russell 

Learn how to listen and respond 
in order to provide better customer 
service and reduce unrealistic expec-
tations. Learn effective ways to lead 
angry citizens away from confronta-
tion toward cooperation. (PWSA).

Management Assessment 
April 23, 2019  
Location: Pyle Center, Madison 
Instructors: Avrie Schott 

Learn how your own style compares 
with other managers’ and your 
agency goals. Discover strategies to 
build on your identified strengths 
and address limitations. Register by 
April15 to complete a self-assessment 
before class. (PWSA).

Spring Public Works Classes Offered 
by UW-Madison

By Steve Pudloski, Program Director, UW-Madison, Engineering Professional Development
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Labor and Employee Relations 
May 15, 2019  
Location: Madison Water Works

Instructors: Kristin Gebhardt 

Review the legal basis for public sector labor relations. 
Examine the elements of employee relations where there 
is no union, including grievance, negotiation, employee 
development, and discipline. (PWMI).

Budgeting for Public Works 
May 29, 2019  
Location: Madison Water Works
Instructor: Michael Daun 

Learn to prepare and analyze an operating budget and 
explore several alternative budget formats and their 
respective strengths and weaknesses. Review capital fund-
ing budgeting, including asset leasing and purchasing 
pools. (PWMI)

APWA Scholarships:
Registration fee for each one-day public works class is 
$150. APWA Chapter members are eligible for tuition 
reimbursements. 

For more information about reimbursement, visit 
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/7481  

To learn more or to register online, visit: 
https://epd.wisc.edu/certificate-group/public-works-certificates 

For more information contact: Steve Pudloski, (608) 
262-8707, email: pudloski@wisc.edu.-.

PWSA/PWMI (Cont.’d from page 12)

Fundamentals of Public Works Operations 
April 24 and May 1, 2019  
Location: UW-Fond du Lac
Instructors: Carl Weber & Steve Pudloski

Focus on managing the range of services in a public 
works department, including current operational issues. 
On May 1 each student will make a short presentation 
and lead a discussion on a topic of their choice (PWMI).

Tuition Reimbursement
By Aaron Jahnke, Chair, Education & Scholarship Committee

 APWA Wisconsin Chapter membership 
comes with many great benefits, including 
tuition reimbursements. As an APWA member, 
you are eligible for a 50 percent reimbursement  
up to $400 per course, and non-members  
could receive a 25 percent reimbursement up 
to $150 per course. 

The UW-Madison Public Works Supervisory 

Academy and Public Works Management 
Institute offers courses for preapproved  
students (https://epd.wisc.edu/certificate-
group/public-works-certificates/), while any 
other  courses would require preapproval. 
 Utilize your membership for up to five  
courses per year as a member. Learn more at 
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/7481 -

http://wisconsin.apwa/net/PageDetails/7481
https://epd.wisc.edu/certificate-group/public-works-certficates
mailto:pudloski@wisc.edu
http://wisconsin.apwa.net/PageDetails/7481
https://epd.wisc.edu/certificate-group/public-works-certificates/
https://epd.wisc.edu/certificate-group/public-works-certificates/
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and event sponsors). 
 For more information, contact the Vendor  
Committee Chair, Randy Herwig, at rherwig@ 
msa-ps.com.  

 The Wisconsin Chapter APWA Executive 
Committee greatly appreciates your support and 
looks forward to your participation in all of our  
2019 activities.-

2019 CALENDAR

Jan. 18 Jim Hessling 

Feb. 14-15 Nathan Wachtendonk

May 8-10 Bob Givens 

May 19-22 National APWA

May 19-22 

July 11 Eric Dundee 

Sept. 8-11 

Sept. TBD Nathan Wachtendonk 

Nov. 6-8 

“Learn to Curl” 

Sponsored by the 

Young Professionals

2nd Annual Ice Fishing 

Event 

Spring Conference 

North American Snow 

Conference

National Public Works Week

Summer Fundraising 

Outing 

PXW 

30th Annual Snow Plow 

Roadeo

Fall Conference Jim Hessling 

Madison Curling Club 

McFarland, WI 

Sand Bay Beach Resort 

Sturgeon Bay, WI

BW Premier Waterfront 

Hotel Oshkosh

Salt Lake City, UT 

Evergreen  Golf Course 

Elkhorn, WI

Seattle, WA

Please refer to the http://wisconsin.apwa.net website for more detailed program and registration information.

Sponsorships (Cont.’d from page 10)

OMNNI Associates
Wisconsin Concrete 
    Pavement Assoc.
HNTB
R.N.O.W., Inc.
R.A. Smith International, Inc.
Ruekert & Mielke

JSD Professional Services, Inc. 
MSA Professional Services
Advanced Drainage Systems
AECOM 
GRAEF  
Vierbicher Associates, Inc.
Short Elliot Hendrickson (SEH)  

Baxter & Woodman, Inc.
Strand Associates, Inc.  
Asphalt Paving Systems Inc.
Lakeside International Trucks  
KL Engineering, Inc.
Corrective Asphalt Materials, LLC
Wisconsin Concrete Pipe Assoc.

Thank You Again to Our 2018 Annual Sponsors

Lambeau Field
Green Bay, WI 

Three Bears Resort
Warrens, WI

http://wisconsin.apwa.net
mailto:rherwig@msa-ps.com
mailto:rherwig@msa-ps.com



